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  WASHINGTON � The Children's Defense Fund Action Council released its annual non-partisan Congressional Scorecard ranking members of the U.S. House of Representatives and Senators based on their votes in Congress in 2004 on legislation affecting the lives of children.

 Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) received a score of 100 percent from the Children's Defense Fund Action Council.

 "I am proud to receive this rating from the Children's Defense Fund," Olver said. "The organization provides a strong voice for the children of America and pays particular attention to the needs of poor and minority children and children with disabilities. Children are among our most vulnerable citizens. We have a duty not only to protect them, but to provide every child with the opportunity to grow into a healthy, happy and responsible adult."

 The Children's Defense Fund Action Council Congressional Scorecard evaluated individual lawmakers and state delegations on how well they protect children.

  In the House of Representatives, Olver was one of 43 members who received a 100 percent rating. In the Senate, eight Senators received 100 percent ratings. As a state delegation, Massachusetts ranked second in the list of state delegations with the best 2004 voting records.

  According to the Children's Defense Fund Action Council, the ratings were based on how members voted on 12 key measures and whether they co-sponsored the Act to Leave No Child Behind, the comprehensive bipartisan legislation reflecting the mission of the ChildrenÕs Defense Fund Action Council and incorporating policies to truly honor those words.

  The complete Children's Defense Fund Action Council Congressional Scorecard is available online at http://www.cdfactioncouncil.org/scorecard20
04.pdf .

   For more information on the Children's Defense Fund, please go to http://www.childrensdefense.org

             ###

For more information about the ChildrenÕs Defense Fund, please contact Avram Goldstein at (202) 662-3615 or Ron Eckstein at (202) 662-3609.
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